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When surfing the World Wide Web for resources on the attributes of successful distance learning, I found a lot of articles, conference notes and blogs written about the advantages and disadvantages one in particular was written by James (2009) from his speech given at the National Council of University Research Administrators (NCURA). Also, I found a website by Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute (2007) that did a good job explaining to students how to succeed as online learners, what they specifically need to succeed, and some critical tips to help them on their way. 

Typically, as someone is making a major decision to purchase something or take a certain path in their life they will weigh the pros and cons in order to help them with their decision. It is really no different for students deciding to take an online (distance learning) course over a traditional course. James (2009) lists the following advantages and disadvantages:

For a full explanation go to http://www.ncura.edu/content/educational_programs/sites/51/handouts/Fri_130_245PM_G2.pdf
ADVANTAGES: 

(1) Extendibility, Accessibility, and Suitability 
(2) Quicker (and cheaper) turnaround of finished product. 

(3) Collaborative and exploratory learning environments. 

(4) Easy and affordable training delivery. 
(5) Cross Platform. 
(6) Inexpensive worldwide distribution. 
(7) Reduced technical support.
(8) Ease of content update. 
(9) Installation options on private networks for security or greater bandwidth.

(10) Travel cost and time savings. 
(11) Web browsers and Internet connections are widely available 
(12) WBT-based development is easier to learn.
(13) Vast, untapped market for training.
(14) Access is controllable.

(15) Billing options.
(16) Direct access to many other training resources.
DISADVANTAGES: 

(1) Limited formatting of content in current browsers.

(2) Bandwidth/browser limitations may restrict instructional methodologies.
(3) Limited bandwidth means slower performance for sound, video, and large graphics. .

(4) Someone must provide web server access, control usage, and bill users (if applicable).

(5) Time required for downloading applications.
(6) Student assessment and feedback is limited.
(7) Many, if not most, of today's web-based training programs are too static, with little if any interactivity.

(8) Cannot design and develop robust multimedia courses.

(9) Are computers replacing human contact? 

(10) Newness.

(11) Web-based training has high-fixed costs.


In my opinion many of these disadvantages could have been lumped together into one disadvantage about bandwidth. Also, technology is constantly improving so many of these disadvantages will be fixed.


The website by Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute (CCCTI) helps put everything into perspective for the student as they are trying to make a decision about whether they can be successful with as an online learner. Below is a brief overview, you can follow this link to get a more thorough explanation: http://www.cccti.edu/DistanceLearning/success.htm
How to Succeed in Distance Learning Courses

· Familiarize yourself with the course design. 

· Read all of the course syllabus. 

· Be realistic. 

· Set interim goals and deadlines for yourself, and stick to them.
· Organize your goals in a study schedule. 

· Avoid interruptions. 

· Know where to study. 

· Stay in touch with your instructor. 

· Prepare for assignments and tests. 

· Use good communication skills. 

· Evaluate your own progress regularly. 

· Time your tests wisely. 

· Find some study-buddies. 

· Discuss your progress. 

· Use relaxation techniques to focus better. 
What Do I Need To Succeed in a Distance Learning Course?

· Internet Access.
· Computer Knowledge.
· Email.
· Up-to-date Browser.

· Videotape and CD.
· Writing Skills.
· Self-Evaluation.
Five Crucial Tips for Success

1. Schedule your own “class time.” 

2. Limit the number of distance classes you take.
3. Attend the required orientation session. 
4. Keep up with your reading assignments. 

5. Keep in touch with your instructor. 

 
If a student is going into the online class knowing what to expect they will have a higher success rate. It is when they think the class will be easy and they will not need to put much time and effort into the class; the student ends up with a big surprise…dissatisfaction and/or failure.
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