wiggio

Lisa Reed

The presentation

· Jing platform was too big for my screen

· Liked the conversational tone

· The tag line for this tool is "wiggio makes it easier to work in groups" and I absolutely agree that it would be a really useful tool for group work.

Strengths

· Free

· Intuitive interface

· No local installation: consolidates lots of apps

· Can be used to manage group communications and information sharing
· Calendar entries automatically sync with other calendar apps 
· Calendar entries automatically notify members of changes

· No limit to size of uploads (really???)
· Produces chat logs

· Polling feature with variety of question styles, including open-ended
· Ability to text message
Weaknesses

· Oh, no … another email address!
· No wiki tool

· No discussion board tool

· No white board
Applications in Practice
· It could be used by teachers 

· In lieu of a content management system

· To manage school groups and committees

· To consolidate a collection of collaboration tools

· To monitor teamwork, progress, and participation
· It could be used by a learner

· To collaborate on class projects

· As a personal organizer

· As a class/school organizer

· To run/keep track of extracurricular activities

bubbl.us 

Kathryn Wolfington

The presentation

· Jing platform was too big for my screen

· Liked the conversational tone
Strengths

· Free 

· Quick and easy 

· Does not require local installation 

· Can be used collaboratively 

· Can be saved as an image, embedded in a blog or website, emailed, or printed.

· Color coded levels of hierarchy.

· Intuitive interface.

Weaknesses

· Limited shapes.

· Does not support imported images.

· Does not permit text boxes (for explanations, connections, etc.)

· Contributions are not attributed to the user that makes them. 

· Commenting is difficult to moderate. 

· Although collaborative, not real time.

· The colors are hard to select

· Does not permit changing font color. 

Applications in Practice
· They may be used by teachers 

· To present a concise overview of a concept, or a group of related concepts

· To assess student understanding

· To assess student brainstorming skills

· They may be used by a learner

· To consolidate and formalize knowledge

· In lieu of note-taking

· They may be built in a collaborative environment

· To record a brainstorming activity

· As part of a task to solve a problem

· They may be made for a presentation to a group

CoverItLive

Della R. Shorman

This is an interesting tool, but for me it has very limited application. 
There is a debate going on in higher education about the use of “clickers” given to students to record their responses to teachers’ questions during a lecture. There seems to be some pedagogical support for them based on the theory that questioning during a lecture provides learners immediate practice, which improves learning, and that pauses between topics support the structure and relationships of the presentation. I can see where in a wired classroom CiL could be used in lieu of the clickers (I understand it can be very expensive to outfit a large classroom with these devices) to pose questions, gather responses, and provide instant feedback about the degree of understanding students have reached.
As an afterthought - you might also be able to use it to play (vocabulary, math, whatever) jeopardy, which is my favorite way to review for tests.
