The Attributes of Successful Distance Learners
Distance learners must maintain a variety of characteristics in order to find success in online courses. These are varied in their complexity, but are manageable by all learners. Successful distance learners must be self-disciplined, critical thinkers, and able to communicate their needs. Knowing that they possess these attributes, learners can feel confident in their ability to succeed at an online education, regardless of the content.
Primarily, distance learners must be self-disciplined. Since online courses often do not require scheduled meetings with professors or colleagues, learners must be able to complete all of the required work, watch the assigned videos, and read the course documents without undue prompting by the professor. They must be able to do this in a respectable amount of time prior to the due date and in a manner that promotes knowledge retention. This may manifest itself in setting a specific time each week or day to work on the material, so long as the learner shows enough discipline to have the material completed as requested by the course administrator. As the University of Houston, Learning and Assessment Services points out, “effective distance learners become and stay responsible for themselves” (2008). This ability to remain responsible for completing course work in a timely and professional manner in an attribute that distance learners must possess in order to be successful. 
In order to be successful, distance learners must possess an ability to think critically about a variety of topics. Since the information is presented in a variety of formats, students must be capable of “assimilating information and executing the right decisions” (University of Oklahoma). This will impact learner success on discussion boards, wikis, and other social interactions. Learners must be able to combine all of the information presented during the module and connect it to the real world in a meaningful way in order to prove to course administrators and fellow students that they have successfully understood and applied the material. This takes critical thinking as they must determine which information is most important and how connects can be bridged between various types of resources. 
Distance learners must also be able to communicate their needs. Since so much of distance learning is done through social interaction, learners will be expected to participate in a variety of activities that combine their learning with that of their peers (Moller, 1998). Distance learners who are not adept at navigating these types of interactions (wikis, blogs, and discussion boards), must be able and willing to communicate their need for training to their professor or course administrator. Additionally, online learners are expected to write their course assignments professionally and use the provided library resources. If students are not capable of doing this at the onset of the program, they should be able to communicate this to the appropriate personnel. For example, students may elect to use a writing center, if provided in order to improve their abilities. They may also need to use e-mail to communicate to a professor through writing about a need regarding the information presented in the course. This takes an ability to self-assess one’s needs and communicate them to the appropriate person in order to find a solution. 
The ability to succeed in an online learning program is present in learners who possess the aforementioned attributes. They must be self-disciplined and able to complete the coursework in a timely manner that does not interfere with other obligations both in and out of the course. In completing the work, distance learners need to also be critical thinkers in order to successfully assimilate the information in a method that creates meaningful learning. If this is not taking place to the degree necessary, then learners must be able to communicate their needs to the person most suited to assisting them in their quest for learning. 
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