What Is a Blog?



Wikipedia defines a blog as, "A weblog (usually shortened to blog, but occasionally spelled web log or weblog) is a web-based publication consisting primarily of periodic articles, most often in reverse chronological order."

Blogging is the posting of journal-like pages to a website. While these pages can contain photos or media, they are primarily focused on the easy ability to post written thoughts to a website. The postings are organized chronologically. Typically, a blog "post" can be "commented" on by others, allowing for a dialogue on a the topic of the post. Teachers and educators have used blogs to allow for what is commonly called "peer review," meaning that students can post writings or assignments to the web, and other students can respond or encourage through the comment feature.

In a broader and more educational system, blogs are about communicating. You observe your experience, reflect on it, and then write about it. Other people read your reflections, respond from their perspectives by commenting or writing their own blog article. You read their perspectives, often learn something through their eyes, and write some more.

1. Blogging is about reading and writing.

2. Literacy is about reading and writing.

3. Blogging is about literacy. (dfw)
Educational Blogging

Educational Blogging is blogging by students, teachers, administrators, industry experts, and other involved entities that focus primarily on the educational process and educational interests.


Uses for Blogging in Education

Teacher Communication

Teachers will often start a blog for providing communication to students, parents, or other teachers. Sometimes this is just the posting of homework or other assignments in one easy-to-find location. Other times this can be a richer description of the things taking place in the classroom, specifically drawing the parents into what their children are working on, or for students who have been absent. This type of blog can also take advantage of the comment feature for students and parents to ask questions or for clarification, where the answer would be of interest to all the readers.


Dialogue Generation

A teacher blog that posts questions about current subject matter can be a great way to introduce students to responding in writing and contributing collaboratively. For instance, a teacher might ask specific thought-provoking questions about a book the class is reading, and ask for students to respond through the comments feature with their ideas. This is often done as a voluntary exercise to help demonstrate the uses of blogs in easy steps.


Student Blogs

The providing of each student with an individual blog seems to generate the most significant enthusiasm for blogging among students. Whether done through special programs that allow strict teacher control and filtering on the blog posts and comments, or through public services with parent and teacher oversight, students with individual blogs have an opportunity to discover the work and joy of communicating their ideas in written form, and then getting feedback from others. Sometimes the blogs are not made public, and the feedback is just from classmates or specifically-allowed individuals; other times, and more often with older students, the feedback can come from the wider audience of the World Wide Web. Most often public student blogs are done under a nickname and without any personal details, so that the incredible excitement that can come from communicating with a global audience does not place the student in harm's way. Student blogging has to be overseen with coaching and training to make sure that both that personal data is not communicated and that blog posts are appropriate.


Teacher Blogs

Teachers can blog for each other about their experiences teaching, their philosophies, and their methodologies.



What blogging does for students



Helps them find a voice

Another benefit to educational blogging (and wiki-writing) is the opportunity for the student to find a personal "voice" and to develop individual interests. Much like journal-writing, blogging gives wings to ideas that otherwise may can stay trapped in the mind. Many individuals find that blog-writing changes their lives in a significant way by allowing them to express their ideas in a medium that appears to have life and longevity--and that might find a kindred audience.



Creates enthusiasm for writing and communications

It is not expected that all students will take to blogging (just as not all students enjoy writing), but it is believed that blogging has a unique ability to create enthusiasm for writing and the communication of ideas.



Engages students in conversation and learning

Educational Blogging is more than just being about writing, just like writing is more than just writing business correspondence or a lab report for Chemistry class.Unlike traditional forms of publication that are one-way, when the work is done at the end of the publication process, students can be engaged in ongoing conversations about their ideas and thoughts. This can be threatening for some administrators afraid of endangering children, yet, it brings a reality to the classroom that was not previously possible.



Provides an opportunity to teach about responsible journalism

Because students who are posting blogs reach an audience with their posts, whereas a personal diary can be kept private, students have the opportunity in blogging to learn about the power of the published word. Whereas they might be tempted to criticise or make fun of someone in private conversation or in a diary, they can be taught about responsible journalism, and that the consequences of these kinds of remarks in the new world of the read/write web can be serious and long-lasting.



Empowers students

Student blogging is incredibly empowering in the following ways:

1) Instead of writing as a mechanized approach to empowerment where we learn to write well enough for school and work, we learn to write for life-long learning purposes.

2) Writing and blogging and life are intertwined as difficult issues are exposed and dealt with in a transparent community of voices. Although this type of writing entails risk and trust, growth and teamwork naturally result.

3) Writing and blogging encourage students' initiative to write, to be engaged at more than just the head level. It involves writing from head and heart. Children often have not learned to do more than live from the heart, while adults have concentrated their efforts on more cerebral approaches. This means adults and children can bridge the gap that exists by writing together, creating a community of writers in their classrooms where there is no pseudo-community, only community where humans write.
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The following 5 uses have been extracted from Educational Blogging by Stephen Downes in the Educase Review. 
( http://www.educause.edu/pub/er/erm04/erm0450.asp?bhcp=1 )
 

 

"Henry Farrell identifies five major uses for blogs in education:

1. Teachers use blogs to replace the standard class Web page. Instructors post class times and rules, assignment notifications, suggested readings, and exercises. Aside from the ordering of material by date, students would find nothing unusual in this use of the blog. The instructor, however, finds that the use of blogging software makes this previously odious chore much simpler.

2. Instructors begin to link to Internet items that relate to their course. Mesa Community College’s Rick Effland, for example, maintains a blog to pass along links and comments about topics in archaeology.15 Though Mesa’s archaeology Web pages have been around since 1995, blogging allows Effland to write what are in essence short essays directed specifically toward his students. Effland’s entries are not mere annotations of interesting links. They effectively model his approach and interest in archaeology for his students.

3. Blogs are used to organize in-class discussions. At the State University of New York at Buffalo, for example, Alexander Halavais added a blog to his media law class of about 180 students. Course credit was awarded for online discussion, with topics ranging from the First Amendment to libel to Irish law reform. As the course wound down with a discussion of nude bikers, Halavais questioned whether he would continue the blog the following year because of the workload, but students were enthusiastic in their comments

Mireille Guay, an instructor at St-Joseph, notes: “The conversation possible on the weblog is also an amazing tool to develop our community of learners. The students get to know each other better by visiting and reading blogs from other students. They discover, in a non-threatening way, their similarities and differences. The student who usually talks very loud in the classroom and the student who is very timid have the same writing space to voice their opinion. It puts students in a situation of equity.”

4. Some instructors are using blogs to organize class seminars and to provide summaries of readings. Used in this way, the blogs become “group blogs”—that is, individual blogs authored by a group of people. Farrell notes: “It becomes much easier for the professor and students to access the readings for a particular week—and if you make sure that people are organized about how they do it, the summaries will effectively file themselves.”

5. Students may be asked to write their own blogs as part of their course grade. Educational Technologist Lane Dunlop wrote about one class at Cornell College: “Each day the students read a chunk of a book and post two paragraphs of their thoughts on the reading.” In another class, French 304, students were given a similar exercise. Using a French-language blogging service called Monblogue, Molly, a business student, posted a few paragraphs every day."

 
	 

	
	 

	 
	 
	 


	 

The following has been esxtracted from ADE Bloggers:
(http://ade.teachnology.org/2004/10/08#a132)
 

 

 

Ways to use weblogs in education
 

 

  

You might like to create a reflective, journal type blog to...
  

· reflect on your teaching experiences. 
· keep a log of teacher-training experiences. 

· write a description of a specific teaching unit. 
· describe what worked for you in the classroom or what didn't work. 
· provide some teaching tips for other teachers. 

· write about something you learned from another teacher. 

· explain teaching insights you gain from what happens in your classes. 

· share ideas for teaching activities or language games to use in the classroom. 
· provide some how-to's on using specific technology in the class, describing how you used this technology in your own class. 

· explore important teaching and learning issues.


You might like to start a class blog to...
 

· post class-related information such as calendars, events, homework assignments and other pertinent class information. 

· post assignments based on literature readings and have students respond on their own weblogs, creating a kind of portfolio of their work. 

· communicate with parents if you are teaching elementary school students. 

· post prompts for writing. 
· provide examples of classwork, vocabulary activities, or grammar games. 

· provide online readings for your students to read and react to. 

· gather and organize Internet resources for a specific course, providing links to appropriate sites and annotating the links as to what is relevant about them. 

· post photos and comment on class activities. 

· invite student comments or postings on issues in order to give them a writing voice. 

· publish examples of good student writing done in class. 

· show case student art, poetry, and creative stories. 

· create a dynamic teaching site, posting not only class-related information, but also activities, discussion topics, links to additional information about topics they are studying in class, and readings to inspire learning. 

· create a literature circle. 

· create an online book club. 

· make use of the commenting feature to have students publish messages on topics being used to develop language skills. 

· ask students to create their own individual course blogs, where they can post their own ideas, reactions and written work. 

· post tasks to carry out project-based learning tasks with students. 

· build a class newsletter, using student-written articles and photos they take. 

· link your class with another class somewhere else in the world

You can encourage your students (either on your weblog using the comments feature or on their own weblogs)to blog... 
 

· their reactions to thought-provoking questions. 

· their reactions to photos you post. 

· journal entries. 

· results of surveys they carry out as part of a class unit. 

· their ideas and opinions about topics discussed in class.
 
You can have your students create their own weblogs to... 
 

 

· learn how to blog 

· complete class writing assignments. 

· create an ongoing portfolio of samples of their writing. 

· express their opinions on topics you are studying in class. 

· write comments, opinions, or questions on daily news items or issues of interest. 

· discuss activities they did in class and tell what they think about them (You, the teacher, can learn a lot this way!). 

· write about class topics, using newly-learned vocabulary words and idioms. 

· showcase their best writing pieces.
  

You can also ask your class to create a shared weblog to...
 

· complete project work in small groups, assigning each group a different task.
· showcase products of project-based learning. 

complete a WebQuest.


